
Putting Together the Exhibit
We organized the information from our research into three questions for 
the exhibit: 

• What is piki?

•How is piki made?

•How do archaeologists know that piki was made at Homol’ovi?

Piki making demonstration a the Homol’ovi Ruins State Park
during Suvoyuki Day, the Park’s annual openhouse

By intertwining archaeological and contemporary information on piki, the 
content of this exhibit emphasizes the significance of piki as a living 
tradition.  Objects and images also re-enforced this perspective.  Two piki
stone fragments that were collected from Homol’ovi archaeological sites 
were loaned from the Arizona State Museum for this exhibit.  A large piki
bowl made by a contemporary Hopi potter and a historic woven mat used 
to cool the piki were also incorporated into the exhibit.  The images also 
included pictures of an archaeological piki stone and a contemporary piki
maker.

Dissolving the Disembodied Curator
How did this exhibit get away from that unidentified voice that relates 
information to visitors in a very matter-of-fact manner? 

We developed text that emphasized transparency by addressing the 
question of  how archaeologists know what they know.  We also 
incorporated multiple perspectives in this exhibit by presenting 
archaeologists’ and Hopi peoples’ views on piki making.  These 
approaches provide the visitor with information on how different yet often 
complementary perspectives can be used to learned about the past.

Developing an Exhibit on a Traditional Hopi Food 
for the Homol’ovi State Park, Arizona

Abstract
The “voice” that is heard in many museum exhibits is changing.  In the past, 
exhibits were presented from the perspective of an all-knowing, disembodied 
curator. Recent revisions to interpretive information at the Homol’ovi State Park 
in northeastern Arizona stressed the importance of multiple voices for 
understanding the archaeological sites of this area, especially the Hopi ancestral 
villages. Building on a suggestion from a Hopi community member, two students 
from the Homol’ovi Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program (HUROP) 
developed an exhibit on piki, a traditional Hopi food.  The design of the new 
Homol’ovi State Park’s piki exhibit incorporates ethnographic and archaeological 
research and includes input from Hopi community members.

Learning about Piki
Piki is a flatbread made from tissue-thin sheets of corn meal that are rolled 
together.  Piki is a traditional Hopi food that requires skill, patience, and a special 
griddle stone to make.  The discovery of piki stones and special three-sided 
hearths at the 14th century A.D. Homol’ovi pueblos demonstrated the antiquity 
of piki manufacture at these ancestral Hopi sites (Adams 2002; Dedecker 2005). 
Because the Homol’ovi area is so important for documenting the ancient 
practice of piki making, Micah Loma’omvaya, a Hopi archaeologist, suggested 
that an exhibit on piki would be an important addition to the Homol’ovi Ruin 
State Park visitors’ center. 

I worked with another HUROP student (Katy Copeland) to gather information on 
piki making from ethnographic, contemporary, and archaeological perspectives 
for the exhibit. Katy collected materials on the archaeological evidence of piki
making by interviewing and reviewing research by archaeologists from the 
Homol’ovi Research Program at the Arizona State Museum. This research 
focused on how archaeologists identify piki making at archaeological sites and 
what they have learned about the relationship of this traditional food and 
ceremonies. I examined ethnographic sources to provide information on the 
importance of piki in Hopi life from a historical perspective.  We, along with other 
HUROP students, were also able to learn about piki making from a 
contemporary Hopi perspective by talking to the 2007 Homolovi Ruins State 
Park Hopi intern (Deloria Dallas) and her mother who graciously showed us her 
piki house.  Students also observed piki making at the Museum of Northern 
Arizona’s annual Hopi Festival of Arts and Culture and at Suvoyuki Day, the 
annual Homol’ovi Ruins State Park openhouse.  After developing the text for the 
exhibit, Hopi women and archaeologists were invited to comment on it.  Their 
comments were then used to revise the exhibit text.

Stephanie Owens (Illinois State University)

Piki Stone  found at 
Homol’ovi I, 
a 14th century A.D. 
pueblo site
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Discussion

As a student engaged in the process of creating this exhibit, I was given  
the opportunity to silence the disembodied curatorial voice and was 
challenged to present multiple perspectives.  Instead of just focusing on 
presenting the facts to the public, we also emphasized the epistemological 
questions of “how do we know what we know?”  

During the development of the exhibit, HUROP students and staff had the 
opportunity to discuss what we had learned about the archaeology of piki
making with contemporary Hopi women, who in turn had many questions 
about what archaeologists’ find.  In particular, these women were 
surprised that piki stones were ever found at archaeological sites.  
Because a piki stone is a woman’s most prized possession, contemporary 
Hopi women would never think of leaving their stones behind.  These 
interactions started an interesting dialogue on what was found in the 
archaeological record (mostly broken piki stone fragments), changes in 
the thickness of piki stones (archaeological stones are thinner than 
today’s), and constraints on transporting these large griddles. 

The dynamic created by incorporating multiple perspectives into the piki
exhibit provided an important learning experience for everyone who 
participated in the development of the exhibit.  
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Objects in the piki display:

Historic mat

Piki bowl made by 
a contemporary Hopi potter

Two archaeological piki stone fragments
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