
A Collaborative Undertaking
As I was creating HUROP, the Hopi Tribe decided to expand its partnership with 
Arizona State Parks to develop the Homol’ovi Ruins State Park as a gateway to 
Hopi.  In order to facilitate this partnership, the Tribe hired Susan Secakuku to be 
the liaison between the Park and the Tribe.  She was also a HUROP faculty 
mentor. Susan and I developed many activities that brought HUROP students and 
Hopi people together, including organizing Hopi youth group visits to Homol’ovi, 
providing learning opportunities for Hopi interns at the Park, and developing a 
podcast audio tour (see poster by Forsyth and Wohltjen).

An important annual event sponsored by both the Tribe and Arizona State Parks is 
the Homol’ovi openhouse, called Suvoyuki Day.  Suvoyuki means “joint effort” in 
Hopi, and the day celebrates all those who come together to help preserve and 
learn at Homol’ovi.  HUROP students were a vital component of this event, 
working with Arizona State Parks staff and Hopi community members.  Suvoyuki
Day begins at sunrise with the opening of a corn roasting pit.  HUROP students 
helped Hopi community members dig and prepare the pit for roasting.

Reflections on HUROP Public Outreach
By adding a public outreach emphasis into a traditional field school curriculum, the 
Homol’ovi Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program provided a rich and 
diverse educational environment for students.  Communicating with the general 
public constantly reminded students of the larger research questions underlying 
the excavations and encouraged them to reflect on the process of doing 
archaeology.  Many of the public outreach projects also provided students with 
opportunities to work with Park staff, local teachers, and especially Hopi 
community members.  With a common goal of improving interpretation at 
Homol’ovi, the public outreach projects forged very important collaborative 
relationships between archaeologists, the Hopi tribe, the management agency, 
and the local residents of Winslow, Arizona.

During the 2008 field season, our excavations focused  on a pithouse village 
located near the Park visitors’ center.  In order to accommodate the daily but 
unpredictable stream of visitors, we developed a flier (below) to provide a 
general introduction to the site and our excavations. 

HUROP blog (www.hurop.wordpress.com)

One of my public outreach goals was to provide information on the process of 
doing archaeology, rather than focusing primarily on our results.  One of the 
most effective ways to share information from on-going excavations and 
research is to create a blog – a practice that is becoming more common on 
archaeological projects.  The HUROP blog was structured as an on-line journal 
of our excavations.  Overhead pictures of recent developments in each 
excavation area were taken once or twice a week.  Students who worked in 
each area then wrote a summary of their progress and discussed what they 
had learned since the last blog entry.

Once we decided how to organize the blog and worked out the kinks of taking 
the photos, the HUROP blog served as an extremely effective and relatively 
easy means of communicating what we were doing as we were doing it.  The 
blog also served as a important tool for documenting the progress of the 
excavations, which has been extremely useful for writing reports.  By creating 
blog entries, students also gained an appreciation of the progress and process 
of the excavations. The blog will continue to provide information about the 
project as we add new sections on artifact analyses and the further 
development of interpretive projects this summer.
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Sharing Archaeology with the 
Public
Field work provides an excellent opportunity to share archaeology with the 
public, but unfortunately few field schools integrate real world training in 
interpretive strategies into their curriculum.  Involving field school students 
in public outreach creates a dynamic learning environment where students 
gain hands-on experience doing archaeology and, in turn, share what they 
have learned with a non-professional audience. Public outreach also 
encourages students to focus on larger research questions rather than 
getting bogged down in the often mind-numbing details of field work.  

To provide undergraduate students with the opportunity to combine public 
outreach with archaeological field work, I developed the Homol’ovi
Undergraduate Research Opportunities Program (HUROP) with support 
from the National Science Foundation’s Research Experiences for 
Undergraduates sites program and the University of Michigan.  During 
three summers (2006-2008), forty-two undergraduate students from 
colleges and universities across the country participated in traditional field 
school activities while also learning to interpret archaeology to visitors at 
the Homol’ovi Ruins State Park in northeastern Arizona.  Students were 
involved in a wide variety of public outreach activities, including developing 
interpretive information for the Park visitors’ center (see posters by Barker 
and Owens).  This poster examines three activities that provided creative 
learning opportunities for HUROP students.

Learning from Site Tours
HUROP students were an important part of site tours.  I began tours with a 
discussion of the research questions that guided our excavations and a 
general overview of the site.  I then turned the tour over to the students 
who discussed the excavation areas where they were working.  By having 
an active role in site tours and by answering visitors’ questions, students 
were challenged to articulate what they were learning in non-technical 
terms and also regularly encountered the public’s stereotypic ideas about 
archaeologists.  The teachers who visited our excavations during the 
Homol’ovi teachers’ days (see poster by Chan, Frederick, and Beyer) 
commented on how much they learned by hearing the students’ 
perspectives.  These site tours also served as an important assessment 
tool for identifying visitors’ pre-existing knowledge and ideas about 
archaeology (see poster by Aragon and Bobik).
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HUROP students and the Hopi-Homol’ovi intern build a traditional corn 
roasting pit under the direction of Hopi elder, Justin Setalla
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