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Introduction

The relationship between archaeology and K-12 education is potentially one of 
mutualism: the interdisciplinary and participatory nature of archaeology makes it an 
engaging teaching subject, while impressionable students are receptive to the themes of 
cultural appreciation, conservation and stewardship stressed by the discipline. 

Challenges to integrating the archaeology into local K-12 education include time 
constraints, state educational standards and the education of teachers.  This poster 
describes the development of a site-based curriculum at the Homol’ovi Ruins State Park, 
which serves as an educational medium between the academic world of archaeology, a 
Native American community, and the public.

Homol’ovi Teachers Days

To understand the needs of teachers and to introduce them to archaeology as a means 
to teach math, science, and social studies in an integrative way, teachers from Winslow, 
Arizona and surrounding areas were invited to Homol’ovi Ruins State Park for an in-
service training opportunity  sponsored by the Homol’ovi Undergraduate Research 
Opportunities Program (HUROP).  The purpose of the Teacher Day was not only to invite 
teachers to learn about the history and cultural resources found at Homol’ovi, but also to 
gain hands-on experience in archaeology.

During 2007 and 2008 HUROP field season, teachers learned about the archaeology of 
the Homol’ovi area including how this area is important to Hopi history. They also visited 
an active excavation where HUROP students shared with the teacher what they were 
learning from the excavations at a small Pueblo site or a pithouse village. Teachers also 
took a site tour of Homol’ovi II, an ancestral Hopi village which is the largest and most 
accessible Pueblo site in the Park.  There were also opportunities to learn about the 
different types of pottery found at Homol’ovi from an archaeological perspective and 
through a demonstration by a Hopi potter.

The goal of the teachers days was to gain input from teachers on ways that the cultural 
heritage resources at Homol’ovi could be integrated into their classrooms. 

At the end of the day the teachers participated in a brainstorming session during which 
ways to integrate information from Homol’ovi into the K-12 curriculum were discussed. 
The teachers agreed that Homol’vi has the potential to be a valuable teaching asset in a 
wide variety of subjects.

The curriculum
emphasizes 
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that these 
broken pieces of 
pottery are
important clues to 
learning 
about the past.

Teachers Feedback

During the brainstorming session it became obvious that the teachers’ main 
concerns were being able to use resources at Homol’ovi while still complying to 
curriculum standards set by the state of Arizona.  In particular, teachers needed to 
identify which state standards a field trip to Homol’ovi would meet. Additionally, 
teachers identified the fact that visiting an archaeological excavation might conflict 
with the cultural values of local communities.

Developing the Homol’ovi Curriculum

Using input from teachers, especially to Winslow Unified School District gifted 
teacher (Alyson Bottke) and the Hopi language high school teacher (Anita Poleahla), 
a curriculum using the archaeological, cultural, and natural resources of the 
Homol’ovi area is being developed. A wealth of both archaeological research and 
Hopi oral traditions at the site yields a more complete picture of the past. Lessons in 
the sample curriculum focused on this intersection, offering opportunities both in the 
classroom and at the Park. Each lesson has three components: a pre-visit activity, a 
site-based learning experience, and a post-visit project resulting in a contribution to 
the Park. The curriculum was created to enhance the Park's interpretive offerings 
while helping educators understand how the site can be used as a resource. 

The curriculum was created to enhance the Park's interpretive offerings while 
helping educators understand how the site can be used as a resource. 
Additionally, each lesson was built around Arizona State content standards, 
across social studies, science, and the arts. Once a draft of the lesson is 
developed, Arizona teachers, Arizona State Parks educators, and Hopi 
community leaders will be invited to contribute to the curriculum via a wiki. In 
this manner, the internet will be used to further the collaboration between 
teachers who will be using the curriculum in their classrooms and the people 
who manage and interpret Arizona State Parks resources. For updates on the 
curriculum, visit www.hurop.wordpress.com .

Discussion

There are concerns from educators and archaeologists alike in regards to 
incorporating archaeology in the classroom.  Rigorous curriculum demands at 
both the state and national level create a rush to teach required material, thus 
limiting the amount of time available to teach the topics that are not specifically 
outlined in curriculum standards. 

Although archaeology is an integrative science that could easily be used to 
teach such standards, the current lack of archaeology-related lesson plans 
adhering to state and national curriculums position archaeology as an 
extracurricular activity rather than a standard subject to incorporate into the 
classroom. 

Conversely, professional archaeologists fear that the unregulated incorporation 
of archaeology in the classroom might foster a treasure hunting mentality 
amongst young students.  Such a mentality would lack the emphasis of 
archaeology as a science and conservation ethic.

Conclusions

Although incorporating Homol’ovi into local classrooms is still in the beginning 
stages, the teacher days provided an important first step for developing a viable 
curriculum that incorporates the multidisciplinary and integrative lessons to be 
learned from the science of archaeology.  These days also laid the foundation 
for increase communication between local communities, educators, Arizona 
State Park Staff and archaeologists.
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